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Not liable for damages resulting from errors or omissions.  We will not be held liable for any claims 
made by the advertisers. Made possible in part by the Jefferson County Hotel Tax Committee.

Nestled in the gently rolling hills of western Pennsylvania, the borough of Punxsutawney 
is home to approximately 6,000 residents and one famous weather-forecasting 

groundhog – Punxsutawney Phil. 

Originally a Native American campsite halfway between the Allegheny and Susquehanna 
rivers, Punxsutawney is located on the earliest known trail to the east – the Shamokin 

path – and was often occupied by members of the Delaware and Seneca tribes.  
Because the area had an abundance of sand flies – “ponkies” to the Native Americans – 
it was named “town of the sand flies” or Ponksutenink.  When the first settlers arrived, 

they adapted the name to Punxsutawney.

Jacob Hoover was the first settler in the Punxsutawney area, building the first log 
cabin and probably the first gristmill in 1814.  The Reverend David Barclay came to 

the area in 1816 and is considered the founder of the town.  In 1850, Punxsutawney was 
officially incorporated as a borough. 

Today, visitors to the Punxsutawney area not only enjoy the same wooded hills, 
sparkling streams, and natural beauty that attracted the first settlers, but also the 

easy pace and friendliness of a small town, and the unique blend of folklore and fun 
that is the Weather Capital of the World!

Punxsutawney 
Chamber of Commerce

102 West Mahoning Street, Punxsutawney, PA  15767

1-800-752-PHIL (7445)
www.punxsutawney.com

Punxsutawney Groundhog Club: 
www.groundhog.org

NW PA Great Outdoors Visitors Bureau:
www.visitpago.com •1-800-348-9393
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Community Information
GEOGRAPHY

COUNTY: Jefferson
BOROUGH OF PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA: 3.4 square miles
TOTAL GREATER PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA: 
(11 townships + Punxsutawney borough) 655.5 square miles 
ELEVATION: 1,238 feet above sea level

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE
January:  26.8°F     April:  47.9°F     July:  71.4°F     October:  52.6°F

POPULATION
JEFFERSON COUNTY:  44,638
PUNXSUTAWNEY BOROUGH:  5,887
GREATER PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA:  
(11 Townships + Punxsutawney & Big Run Boroughs) 17,332

INCOME
MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME:  (Punxsutawney Borough) $31,833
AVERAGE MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME:  
(Greater Punxsutawney Area)  $36,150
MEDIAN HOUSING VALUE: (Greater Punxsutawney Area)  $75,900
MEDIAN GROSS RENT:  (Punxsutawney Borough)  $578 

PUNXSUTAWNEY BOROUGH
MAYOR’S OFFICE: (Rich Alexander) 814-938-2710
BOROUGH MANAGER: (Ben White) 814-938-4480
bwhite@punxsutawneyboro.com
BOROUGH SECRETARY: (Mary Neal) 814-938-4480
mneal@punxsutawneyboro.com
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: 
(Mary McHenry) 814-938-4808
mmchenry@punxsutawneyboro.com
SEWAGE OFFICE: 814-938-4080

UTILITIES
AT&T: 800-222-0300, www.att.com
VERIZON: Residential Services 800-660-2215, 
Business Services 800-479-1919 http://fios.verizon.com
PEOPLES TWP: (Natural Gas) 800-222-5101, www.peoplestwp.com
UNITED ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE: (Unilec) 814-371-8570
www.unitedpa.com
PENELEC: (First Energy) 1-800-545-7741, www.firstenergycorp.com
PENNSYLVANIA-AMERICAN WATER CO.: 800-565-7292 
www.amwater.com/paaw.com

PUBLIC SAFETY
PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE, 
TROOP C HEADQUARTERS: 814-938-6220
PUNXSUTAWNEY BOROUGH POLICE: 814-938-6220
JEFFERSON COUNTY EMS: 9-1-1
U.S. ARMY RESERVE CENTER- 274TH QM BN: 814-928-6710
PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD COMPANY B- 
876TH ENGINEER BATALLION: 814-938-8810
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COMMUNICATIONS
WPXZ/WECZ/KOOL 103.1 RADIO: 814-938-6000, 
www.wpxz1041fm.com
COMCAST CABLE/INTERNET SERVICE: www.xfinity.com
HOMETOWN PUNXSUTAWNEY MAGAZINE: 814-938-9141
www.punxsutawneymagazine.com

RESOURCES
PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA HOSPITAL/ER: 
81 Hillcrest Dr., 814-938-1800, www.pah.org
PUNXSUTAWNEY MEMORIAL LIBRARY: 
814-938-5020, www.punxsutawneylibrary.org
PUNXSUTAWNEY U.S. POST OFFICE: 814-938-6120
PUNXSUTAWNEY HISTORICAL & GENEALOGICAL SOCI-
ETY AND MUSEUM: 814-938-2555, www.punxsyhistory.org
PUNXSUTAWNEY REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORA-
TION: 814-938-7700, www.punxsutawney.com
COMMUNITY ACTION, INC: 814-938-3302, www.jcaa.org
JEFFERSON COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY: 814-938-7333
JEFFERSON COUNTY CAREERLINK: 814-938-0504, 
www.pacareerlink.state.pa.us
JEFFERSON COUNTY AREA AGENCY ON AGING: 
814-849-3096, www.jcaa.org
QCARE PUNXSUTAWNEY (URGENT CARE): 
555 W. Mahoning St., www.phhealthcare.org

SCHOOLS
PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT: 
814-938-5151, www.punxsy.k12.pa.us/
PUNXSUTAWNEY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL: 
814-938-2295, www.punxsutawneychristianschool.com
SAINTS COSMAS & DAMIAN SCHOOL: 
814-938-4224, www.sscdchurch.com
INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA- PUNXSUTAW-
NEY: 814-938-6711, www.iup.edu/punxsutawney
INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA CULINARY ARTS 
ACADEMY: 800-438-6424, www.iup.edu/culinary

TRANSPORTATION
HIGHWAYS: US Rte. 119 & State Rte. 36 intersect in downtown    
   Punxsutawney. Rte. 36 intersects with Interstate 80 approx. 17 
   miles north in Brookville.
PUNXSUTAWNEY MUNICIPAL AIRPORT: 814-938-9946
   (small aircraft only)
DUBOIS REGIONAL AIRPORT (DUJ): 814-328-5311
   377 Aviation Way, Reynoldsville, PA 15858 • DuBoisairport.com
   Souther Airways Service to Pittsburgh & Baltimore International Airports
PITTSBURGH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT: 412-472-3525
CLEVELAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT: 216-265-6030
PUNXSUTAWNEY BUS SERVICE, INC.: 814-938-7630
FULLINGTON TRAILWAYS BUS COMPANY: 800-942-8287
AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY: 800-252-3503
   (ATA-public bus) Bus terminal located at 222 N. Findley St., Punxsutawney
AMTRAK (Altoona Station): 814-946-1100 or 800-USA-RAIL
PENNDOT DISTRICT 10: 742-357-2829
PENNDOT PUNXSUTAWNEY MAINTENANCE BUILDING: 
814-938-6300
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monday - wednesday 10am-5pm • thursday-saturday 10am-5pm
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How did a small town give birth to a holiday celebrated 
around the world and a movie with the same name? 

It all started in the 1800s with a group of men looking for 
something fun to do.  They began to gather annually for a 

groundhog hunt that eventually ended up a quirky 
celebration based on a centuries-old tradition. 

At some point, Clymer Freas, an imaginative 
newspaper editor in Punxsutawney, tied the groundhog hunt 

to the  European celebration of Candlemas Day.  Held on 
February 2, the midway point between the winter solstice 

and the spring equinox, Europeans believed that the weather 
on Candlemas Day could foretell the length of winter.  

A similar tradition was held in Germany where the forecast-
ing was left to a hedgehog:  If the animal came out of its 

burrow and saw its shadow, he would be frightened and run 
back underground.  If the hedgehog perceived no shadow, 

it was time to stay above ground, for spring was near.
The folklore was shared in song and verse:

If Candlemas Day be sunny and bright,
Winter will have another flight.

If Candlemas Day be shower and rain, 
Winter is gone and will not come again.

And so, the Punxsutawney groundhog hunt became 
Groundhog Day, the annual trek to Gobbler’s Knob for 

Punxsutawney Phil’s prognostication of the length of winter.  
The men who had started out hunting the groundhog 

became his caretakers and keepers of the legend of 
Punxsutawney Phil dubbing themselves “The Inner Circle” 

of the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club.
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The first official Groundhog Day trek was held in 1887.  
Since then, the legend of Groundhog Day has captured 

the imagination of people across the country and around 
the world.  In the early years, Phil’s faithful followers 

numbered only a few thousand, but as his fame grew, so did 
the crowds with as many as 30,000 people in attendance at the 
February 2 event to watch Phil whisper his prediction to the 

Groundhog Club president in “groundhogese.”

What can you expect if you come to Punxsutawney on 
Groundhog Day?  You can expect a one-of-a-kind experience 

complete with food, fun, music, and a variety of events for any 
age.  The celebration begins on the day before Groundhog Day 
with annual traditions like the Souvenir Show & Sale (folkart 

and crafts all with a groundhog theme), Groundhog Day in the 
Park (ice sculpting, chainsaw carving, and metal arts competi-

tion), and the annual showing of Groundhog Day, the movie.

At 3 a.m. on February 2, the gates to Gobbler’s Knob open as 
people begin to gather to await the official prediction.  While 

you wait, members of the Inner Circle entertain you with skits, 
music, entertainers, and a spectacular pre-dawn fireworks show. 

Following Phil’s prediction, the celebration continues in the 
downtown area of Punxsutawney.  Have breakfast at any num-
ber of places, visit Phil’s Wedding Chapel to see a Groundhog 

Day wedding taking place, celebrate your February 2nd birthday 
at Phil’s Birthday Celebration or take a hayride tour of the town.

If you’re planning to experience Groundhog Day, visit 
www.groundhog.org for important tips like how to dress, 
how to get the bus to Gobbler’s Knob for the prediction, 
what you should bring with you, and when you should 

plan to arrive.  Also on the Web site is the full 
schedule of events for the celebration.

For lodging and travel information, visit 
www.punxsutawney.com/visiting
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area
attractionsattractions

PunxsutawneY
February 2nd isn’t the only good time to visit Punxsutawney!  

Anytime of the year, there is plenty to see and do.

Gobbler’s Knob

When Phil isn’t making his 
prediction (which is 364 days 
of the year), he is in his natural 
habitat with a few of his friends.  
The burrow has an outside window 
that allows you to see Phil any day 
of the year during daylight hours.

Phil’s Burrow

This beautifully preserved 
historic town square was 
named for the founding father 
of the town, Reverend David 
Barclay, who donated the land 
for public use in 1822.  The 
stone Memorial Bandstand 
in the center of the park was 
dedicated in 1932 as a memo-
rial to veterans.

Barclay Square

Phantastic Phils!
Public Art
Thirty-two imaginatively decorated, 
larger-than-life Punxsutawney Phils 
adorn the streets and public areas of 
the town.  Pick up a map to each of the 
sculptures at the Chamber of Commerce 
office or see the locations at: 
www.punxsutawney.com/phils

The Bennis House & Lattimer House
Explore Punxsutawney’s 
history or research your own 
roots at the Punxsutawney 
Historical Society’s two well-
preserved homes.  
814-938-2555.

The site where Punxsutawney Phil makes his Groundhog Day 
prediction. While there, walk the quarter-mile wooded trail 
past metal sculptures and informative displays.
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A short 10-minute drive from downtown Punxsutawney
along scenic Route 36 North will bring you to the little village 
of Coolspring and the Coolspring Power Museum. The museum 
presents an illuminating history of the evolution of internal 
combustion engine technology that put an end to the steam 
powered era. Over 275 stationary engines are on display in 
more than 20 buildings.  For hours and events, visit 
Coolspringpowermuseum.com

Historic Homes
On West Mahoning and 
East Mahoning Streets are many 
well-preserved examples of the 
early mansions of Punxsutawney.  
www.punxsyhistory.org

Shopping Districts
Browse the shops of Punxsutawney, from the downtown to 
the East End, West End, and Wal-Mart Plaza.  In addition, 
pick up a guide to the area Antique & Gift Shops at the 
Chamber of Commerce.

Punxsutawney 
Weather Discovery Center

A place where the Science and folklore of weather prediction 
collide!  The Discovery Center, located in a 1914 building 
listed on the Historic Register, offers exciting hands-on, 
interactive exhibits, including Phil’s 
Burrow,  the Weather Lore Landscape, 
the “Perfect Storm”, and the Tornado 
Twisty Slide.  Call 814-938-1000 or 
visit www.weatherdiscovery.org 
to find out more.

area
attractionsattractions

PunxsutawneY

Coolspring 
Power Museum
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Fireman’s Old Home Week Parade
A Punxsutawney tradition is the annual Fireman’s Parade held 
on the last Saturday in June at 4pm by the local fire depart-
ments.  Visit www.punxsutawneyfiredepartment.com

Home for the Holidays Parade & 
Circle of Trees Light Up Night
A magical nighttime parade held on the Saturday following 
Thanksgiving, this parade welcomes Santa to town.  Following 
the parade, Punxsutawney Rotary Club lights the community 
Christmas Tree and the Circle of Trees in Barclay Square.

For more information on these attractions and events, visit

www.punxsutawney.com
For information on attractions and events in the five-country 

region surrounding Punxsutawney, visit the web site of  
The Great Outdoors Visitors Bureau:

www.visitpago.com

In addition to Groundhog Day, three other major 
festivals are held in Punxsutawney.

George Powers Photography/Punxsutawney Rotary Club

Groundhog Festival Week
Held annually during the week 
of the 4th of July, this event in-
cludes craft booths, games, and 
entertainment from 10 a.m. 
until dark each day.  There is 
no charge to see the shows.  For 
the Festival schedule and more 
information, visit 
www.groundhogfestival.com

17



18



Mahoning Shadow Trail
This scenic 15.5 mile trail follows the Mahoning Creek for most 
of its course throughout the Punxsutawney area.  The trail is 
designed for non-motorized 
recreational use including 
bicyclists, walkers, runners, 
and cross-country skiers.
www.mahoningshadowtrail.org

Punxsutawney Area 
Community Center
This facility offers activities for children through adults, 
including an open WalkTrak, the Community Fitness Center, 
ongoing fitness and education classes, and organized 
recreational activities and sporting events.  The Jackson
Theater features movies Friday through Sunday.

A playplace for younger chil-
dren with benches, a pavilion 
and picnic tables.

Chris Mills 
Memorial Playground
A play area, picnic tables, a pavilion, and restrooms make this a 
nice area for younger children and families.

George C. Brown Community Pool
Just off Harmon Field, the community pool is open for the sea-
son in June and closes in August.  Small daily admission price.

As part of the Pennsylvania Wilds region, Punxsutawney abounds with natural 
attractions, such as hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, and just enjoying the scenery.  
Be sure to include some of the recreational opportunities listed below in your visit.

Thomas E. Barletta Skate Park
A special place for skateboarders.

Harmon Field
A recreational area for all ages.  
Facilities at this park include a 
playground, a pavilion, picnic 
tables, grills and rest rooms.

Patsy’s Park
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Punxsutawney Country Club
A challenging 18-hole private course that offers public golfing 
on Mondays.  For more information, visit 
www.punxsutawneycountryclub.com

Cloe Lake
Just outside of Punxsutawney in Bell Town-
ship is Cloe Lake, a 25-acre stocked fishing 
lake.  The lake offers boating access, but 
no rest rooms or picnic facilities.

Punxsutawney Memorial Library
The library is located at the Civic Complex and includes the 
Children’s Library where Punxsutawney Phil can be seen in his 
burrow.  Visit www.punxsutawneylibrary.com

For more information contact the Chamber of Commerce at 

1-800-752-PHIL
For information on recreation in the 5-county Great Outdoors region, 

call 1-800-348-9393 or visit www.visitpago.com

Movies at the Jackson Theater
First-run movies are shown Friday, Saturday & Sunday evenings 
at the histpric Jackson Theater located at the Punxsutawney 
Community Center at 220 South Jefferson St. Visit Punxsutaw-
neycommunitycenter.org for ticket prices and show times.

Theater
The local Punxsutawney Theater Arts Guild produces plays 
throughout the year.  For information on upcoming plays, visit
Punxsytheater.org.

Ballet
VanDyke & Company and the Mahoning Valley Ballet hold 
productions throughout the uear and biannually perform the 
Nutcracker on Thanksgiving weekend. For info, visit 
Vandykeandco.blogspot.com

Community Concerts
The Punxsutawney Concert Association offers a schedule of 
musical performances throughout the year. These are open to 
the public with tickets available at the door. For the schedule 
of performances, contact the Chamber of Commerce or 
info@punxsutawney.com
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RestaurantsRestaurantsRestaurants
Visit 
our

during your visit to
Punxsutawney
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